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Sonya Beard was a strong supporter of the 
Mount Vernon community.  Her generous 
donation of $500,000 to the Mount Vernon 
Library Foundation was the first step in making 
the new library a reality.  Sadly, Sonya passed 
away in 2010, but her legacy will live on.

Team
Architect

Consultant

Client

SHKS Architects
1050 North 38th Street
Seattle, WA 98103
ph: (206) 675-9151

BERK Consulting
2025 First Avenue
Suite 800
Seattle, WA 98121
ph: (206) 324-8760

Mount Vernon City Library
315 Snoqualmie St
Mount Vernon, WA 98273

THE Mount Vernon CITY Library 
The Heart Of Our Thriving Community

Our Mission:
Mount Vernon City Library promotes lifelong learning by providing 
access to information and materials that are varied in format and rich 
in viewpoint. We connect our diverse community through innovative 
programming and excellent service.
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Executive summary

PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF STUDY 
Originally constructed in 1954, the 3,600 square foot Mount Vernon 
City Library served a population of approximately 5,000. It has 
been 33 years since the library was last expanded. The third and 
final addition was planned for a Mount Vernon population that had 
reached 13,000 in 1981. In 2014, the same 12,336 square foot library 
serves a diverse population estimated at 34,700.  

To the extent that facility size limits the ability of the library to 
provide service and programs, the current level of library service 
in Mount Vernon is roughly one-third the level in 1981. Unless the 
library is expanded, this decline in the level of service will continue 
as population grows.

The City of Mount Vernon has an opportunity to re-establish the role 
of the Mount Vernon City Library as a vibrant community cultural 
center and place for life-long learning.  Population growth, increasing 
service demands, limited building size and an aging facility with 
technologic constraints challenges  the capacity of the library to 
meet residents’ needs.  An expanded and updated facility would 
enable the library to improve the delivery of valued, traditional 
library services and offer important new services.  A future Mount 
Vernon City Library can be a community catalyst, contributing to the 
educational, social and economic vitality of the city.

In the 2012 Mount Vernon City Library Annual report, Board Chair 
Marija Anderson echoed the public survey responses, describing the 

To the extent that facility 
size limits the ability of 
the library to provide 
service and programs, 
the current level of 
library service in Mount 
Vernon is roughly one-
third the level in 1981. 
Unless the library is 
expanded, this decline in 
the level of service will 
continue as population 
grows.

Mount Vernon City Library, ca 1981
12,336 sf, population 13,500, .91 sf/person

Mount Vernon City Library, 2014
12,336 sf, population 34,700, .35 sf/person

Mount Vernon City Library advertising 
campaign for library addition, ca 1967 
3,600 sf, population 5,000, .72 sf/person

Mount Vernon City Library interior, ca 1954
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Library as ‘a well-loved but outdated building.’ Community member 
Sonja Beard made a significant bequest to fund a new library and 
helped launch the Mount Vernon Library Foundation in 2010.The 
Library Foundation gained 501(c)3 non-profit status in 2012 and 
continues to raise funds for a new library. 

To address these needs, the city council engaged SHKS Architects 
and BERK Consulting to conduct a needs assessment and feasibility 
study to re-imagine the future of the Mount Vernon City Library.

The study is intended to: 

	 ENGAGE the Mount Vernon community;
	 CREATE a shared vision for the future of the Mount Vernon 	
		  City Library;
	 IDENTIFY future program options for the Mount Vernon City 	
		  Library in 2025;
	 EVALUATE potential sites for a future Mount Vernon City 	
		  Library;

The study will help the Library Foundation and City of Mount Vernon 
understand how community members value the current library 
and envision a future Mount Vernon City Library.  This information 
can be used to guide a subsequent process to build support for a 
new facility and develop a financial strategy that combines private 
fundraising and public investment.

ENGAGE
The initial project Steering Committee includes the Library Director, 
two Library staff members, two Library Foundation members, and 
the Economic Development Director of the City of Mount Vernon. 
The Steering Committee worked with the consultants to engage 
library staff, Library Foundation members, Friends of the Library and 
a wide range of community stakeholders in the planning process to 
determine short and long-term service, site, and location needs. It is 
anticipated that the Steering Committee will be expanded in the next 
phase of study.

Public input was gathered through two community meetings, a 
focus group with Latino community members and an online Library 
Services Needs Assessment Survey. A paper version of the survey 
in English and Spanish was also made available.

Community input revealed that many members of the Mount Vernon 
Community area believe a strong and vibrant library contributes to 
the quality of life. The Library is seen as an important educational 
resource supporting lifelong learning for all ages. It was also clear 
from community input that books and collections remain central to 
the Library’s role.

“The library should 
provide, not only books, 
but the resources that 
help the community to 
thrive...the structure 
should reflect the Skagit 
Valley, and our cultural 
diversity.”
-public comment at community open 
house April 10th, 2014

Additional space in the children’s 
area would accommodate interactive 
children’s toys and furnishings, 
expanding early learning opportunities. 

Patrons and library staff report crowding 
and long wait times for library computers.

Children’s story times and programs are 
held in the middle of the children’s area, 
limiting the ability of families and children 
to browse and read books.
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EVALUATE

Population Projections
BERK Consulting (BERK) prepared a population forecast and limited 
demographic analysis based on publicly available data from the 
Washington State Office of Financial Management, to inform 
library size requirements and long-term library service needs. The 
Mount Vernon Urban Growth Area (UGA) boundaries were used to 
determine the Library’s service area and are used as the basis for 
the population study.

The current service area population of 34,700 is projected to expand 
to 40,433 in 10 years.

Library use has increased along with the population, further 
increasing demands on library facilities and services. Library 
collections and display are limited by lack of space.   

Facility Planning Size
Facility size and program space allocation from similar municipal 
library systems was compared to the existing and previous size of 
the Mount Vernon City Library.  Library area per capita is used to 
describe the facility level of service (square feet per person) and 
calculate a projected building size to serve the library service area 
population until 2025.  

The existing 12,336 square foot Mount Vernon City Library serves 
a current population of 34,700, providing a level of service of 

“Proper planning needs 
to be facilitated to 
ensure a location that is 
accessible by all citizens, 
but especially focused 
on the disabled and 
those without private 
transportation. Public 
transportation and ease 
of access regardless of 
disability should be one 
of the highest priorities 
serving one and all in the 
community.” 
-public comment at community open 
house July 9th, 2014

Mount Vernon, WA; Potential library sites

Lacking a dedicated room for meetings 
and events, furnishings in the reading 
area must be rearranged, displacing and 
distracting patrons seeking books and a 
quiet place to read.

Narrow aisles and hard-to-reach shelving 
make it difficult for patrons to access 
library materials.   
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approximately 0.35 square feet of library space per person. By 
comparison, similar recently constructed municipal libraries in the 
Puget Sound region provide from .88 to 2.1 square feet per person. 
In 1981 when the Mount Vernon City Library was last expanded, the 
level of service was .91 square feet /person (the 12,336 square foot 
library served a population of 13,000).

A 40,400 square foot library building would provide a level of service 
of 1.0 square feet per person for the 40,433 residents of Mount 
Vernon in 2025. 

Site Evaluation
This study examines the capacity of three sites to accommodate a 
facility large enough to meet community needs through 2025. 

A preliminary location analysis and capacity evaluation was prepared 
for each site.  Site diagrams were prepared to illustrate the test fit 
and location for a potential 40,400 square feet library building with 
required parking.  

All three sites have the capacity to accommodate a 40,400 square 
foot library in two stories. The existing library site at 315 Snoqualmie 
Street meets most of the siting factors identified by survey 
respondents. 

The existing site has several advantages over the other two sites 
studied:

	 • City-owned and controlled, no acquisition cost
	 • Utilities and site infrastructure are in place
	 • Access to public transportation
	 • Close to downtown cultural institutions 
	 • Location reinforces the Mount Vernon comprehensive plan 	
	    goal to revitalize south downtown 
	 • Waterfront connection 

Approximately 140 parking spaces are required by the zoning code 
at 1 space per 250 net square feet. The existing site has 80 surface 
parking spaces.  An additional 60 parking spaces could be provided 
by off-site or structured parking. 

Revitalization of Downtown Mount Vernon
The City of Mount Vernon has commenced a comprehensive 
redevelopment plan for its historic downtown area. The goal of 
that planning effort is to guide the investment of public and private 
resources in the downtown area over the next 20 years. 

The Mount Vernon Downtown Flood 
Protection Project will protect the 
downtown area from flood damage and 
enhance public access to the river.
Image source: Mount Vernon Downtown 
and Waterfront Master Plan, KPFF
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The future Mount 
Vernon City Library 
- a lively cultural 
community center 
promoting literacy, 
providing access to 
information, technology 
and educational 
opportunities - will play 
an even more important 
role in the community. 

 Robert Gibbs, renowned urban retailing expert, advises city planners 
“Do not lose your anchors. This can be anything that brings people 
downtown who otherwise would not be there. A library, City Hall, 
courthouse.”

Downtown and Waterfront Master Plan Vision
“Downtown Mount Vernon is the vibrant heart of Skagit County. 
It is a place where people come to live, work, and play, enjoying 
the riverfront promenade, boutique shopping, fine dining, and 
entertainment of all sorts. Its public spaces are enlivened by a 
farmer’s market and live music. People come for its fairs, festivals 
and riverfront setting. They come back for its small town character 
and the ease with which they can park their car and walk wherever 
they want to go. Downtown Mount Vernon is thriving because it is 
where people want to be.” 
Downtown and Waterfront Master Plan, KPFF, June 11, 2008 City Public Hearing

COST PLANNING
A preliminary budget estimate of probable construction costs for a 
new library building was prepared as the basis for a funding strategy. 
Estimating operating costs are beyond the scope of this study. 

Estimated cost for a new 40,400 square foot library on the existing 
site would be $22.7 million. This budget assumes a mid-level quality 
civic building and includes site work, surface parking for 80 cars and 
structured above ground parking for 60 cars. 

FINDINGS & RECOMMENDATIONS 
Patrons and staff report that the existing Mount Vernon City Library 
is too small and functionally obsolete; unable to meet current and 
future operational and service needs.  

Comments from residents who participated in the library open 
house meetings and survey reinforce this finding.  In comparison 
with peer communities and previous levels of library service offered 
in Mount Vernon, the existing library provides roughly one-third the 
space per resident.

Through a combination of private and public support, the future 
Mount Vernon City Library - a lively cultural community center 
promoting literacy, providing access to information, technology and 
educational opportunities - will play an even more important role in 
the community. The economic and social benefits of this investment 
will continue to reward Mount Vernon residents for generations.

Waterfront revitalization will attract 
residents and visitors to Mount Vernon’s 
downtown. The riverfront walk will 
create a pedestrian and bike-friendly 
connection to the south downtown area.
Image source: Mount Vernon Downtown 
and Waterfront Master Plan, KPFF
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1ENGAGE
COMMUNITY MEETINGS AND WORKSHOPS
As part of the planning process, the Library initiated a program of 
community outreach and engagement to establish a long-term vision 
of the Mount Vernon City Library and its desired role in the Mount 
Vernon community. The process, Imagining Mount Vernon Library’s 
Future, was designed to solicit input from a broad cross-section of 
the community through public meetings, media announcements, 
briefings, and a brief visioning survey. Over the course of the study, 
library staff, stakeholders, and the consulting teams led numerous 
conversations to:

	 • Learn about community needs and preferences for library 	
	     services
	 • Identify what is most valued about the current library that 	
	     can be preserved moving forward
	 • Explore community preferences for how the library can 	
	     best support the community of Mount Vernon
	 • Identify specific space needs
	 • Identify the relative importance of specific location criteria
	 • Build awareness of the planning process and how to be 	
	     involved.

APRIL 10th, 2014 STAKEHOLDER MEETING + OPEN HOUSE
SHKS Architects and BERK Consulting, together with the Mount 
Vernon Library and the City of Mount Vernon, conducted a visioning 
workshop where participants imagined the Mount Vernon City Library 
of the future through individual and small group excercises, responding 
to questions such as: What is unique to Mount Vernon? How can the 
library best support this community? What library services are most 
critical to the future of the Mount Vernon City Library? What does the 
community want from its library? What role does the library play in the 
current community? What role should we aspire to in the future?

Two well-attended ‘community conversations’ were held in the library reading room. 

Mount Vernon City Library 
Open House invitation

Latino ‘Community 
Conversation’ Invitation
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MAY-JUne 2014 PUBLIC SURVEY
BERK Consulting and the Mount Vernon City Library issued a Library 
Services Needs Assessment survey. The survey questionnaire ran 
from May 12th to June 30th, 2014. The survey consisted of a series 
of multiple choice and open-ended questions to learn more about 
priorities for library services and siting preferences. 

The findings can be summarized as follows:
	 • The Mount Vernon City Library is seen as a critical 		
	 provider of access to information, education, and learning 	
	 support. 
	 • The future Mount Vernon City Library is seen as spacious, 	
	 accessible, and expanded. 
	 • Accessibility, transportation options, space for parking, and 	
	 the ability to  expand were all important 	considerations from 	
	 survey respondents. 

See Appendix A for the complete survey and results. 

JULY 8TH, 2014 Latino community conversation
The Mount Vernon City Library hosted a Latino Community 
Conversation to hear perspectives and ideas for the future of the 
Mount Vernon City Library.  The focus group was conducted in 
Spanish, and co-facilitated by two leaders in the Latino community in 
Mount Vernon. The conversation was recorded for future reflection. 
The focus of conversation was the following group of questions:

	 • What brings you to the library? 
	 • What services do you use?
	 • How does the library support the needs of you and your 	
	    family?
	 • As the library plans for its future, how can it better serve 	
	    you and your family?
	 • What would you like the library staff to know about the 	
	    Latino Community?

The conversation reinforced the findings from the public survey, 
in regards to the need for community gathering space, increased 
access to technology, and early learning programming. Additional 
ideas included resources to support the Latino community,  access 
to relevant news and periodicals, job support and training, and 
opportunities to learn about the history and culture of the Latino 
community. 

July 9TH, 2014 stakeholder meeting and workshop
SHKS Architects and BERK Consulting, together with the Mount 
Vernon City Library and the City of Mount Vernon, conducted a second 
stakeholder meeting and open house. The intent of these meetings 
was to provide survey results to the public and present the three 
potential sites to the public for review, discussion, and comment. 

Latino Community leader Angelica 
Guillen at a poetry reading at the Mount 
Vernon City Library. 
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WHO RESPONDED TO THE SURVEY? 

363 people responded to the survey, which is about one percent of 
the population.

The median age of Mount Vernon residents is 32.3. The median age 
of survey respondents is 53, therefore the survey respondents trend  
older than the median age in Mount Vernon, which can be somewhat 
accounted for by the low participation of children. 

41 percent of respondents live in households with children. This 
is slightly higher than the 2010 census statistic of 37.1 percent, 
suggesting the survey respondents are not significantly skewed 
towards households without children.

PUBLIC SURVEY



MOUNT VERNON CITY LIBRARY
NEEDS ASSESSMENT AND FEASIBILITY STUDY

14   |   ENGAGE

Throughout the survey responses, there is an emphasis on providing 
access to information (including collections and technology), the role 
of the library as an educational service, and supporting literacy in 
Mount Vernon. 

In open survey comments regarding access to technology and 
information, many survey respondents emphasized the need for the 
library to be accessible by transit, have convenient hours, and the 
important role the library staff plays in helping individuals access 
information.

In open comments about the educational role the library plays, many 
respondents spoke to the way the library compliments schools and 
other educational sevices, as well as to the role of the library in 
supporting the life-long learning of adults. 

The survey shows an 
emphasis on providing 
access to information, 
the role of the library as 
a educational service, 
and supporting literacy 
in Mount Vernon. 

HOW IMPORTANT ARE EACH OF THESE LIBRARY SERVICES TO 
THE RESIDENTS OF MOUNT VERNON?
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HOW IMPORTANT ARE THE ROLES THAT THE MOUNT VERNON 
LIBRARY PLAYS IN THE COMMUNITY? 

When asked to respond to the role of the Mount Vernon City 
Library in the community, 80% of respondents felt that supporting 
education and learning in the community was a critical function of 
the library. 

Enhancing the quality of life in the community and being an 
indication of Mount Vernon’s healthy, vibrant community are also 
considered important or critical roles of the library.

Supporting education 
and learning in the 
community is a critical 
function of the library. 
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HOW COMMUNITY MEMBERS CURRENTLY SEE THE MOUNT 
VERNON CITY LIBRARY: 

The survey asked respondents to associate three words with the 
current Mount Vernon City Library. The graphic depicts the words 
most frequently associated with the current library, with the size 
of the word reflecting the frequency. The largest words were most 
commonly used. Many of the most-frequent concepts reflect a 
positive view of the library, notably: friendly, helpful, welcoming, 
convenient and accessible. In addition to these positive comments, 
reference to the size of the library was a common theme, as 
reflected in words such as small, crowded, limited, cramped. The 
most frequently cited negative words related to the experience of 
the library building, such as outdated, old, dark, and dated. 

HOW COMMUNITY MEMBERS ENVISION THE MOUNT VERNON 
CITY LIBRARY OF THE FUTURE: 

The survey also asked each respondent to list three words they 
would like associated with the future of the Mount Vernon City 
Library. The most frequently used words spoke to the physical space 
(spacious, accessible, expanded) and to the quality of services they 
would like to see (expanded collections, up-to-date, modern). Many 
of the concepts associated with the current library are identified as 
desired attributes of the future library such as friendly, welcoming, 
and comfortable.

Many of the concepts 
associated with the 
current library are 
identified as desired 
attributes of the future 
library such as friendly, 
welcoming, and 
comfortable.
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TOP SERVICE PRIORITIES:

The survey asked each participant to indicate the top three priority 
services from the list provided. More than half of the respondents 
listed “dedicated children’s space and programming” and “more 
collection materials” as top service priorities. This speaks to the 
vision of the Mount Vernon City Library as a critical provider of 
access to information and as an educational recource.

RELATIVE IMPORTANCE OF SITING FACTORS:

In considering siting factors, respondents felt that “parking” and 
“ability to expand” were two of the most important considerations, 
which was closely followed by transportation options. In open 
comments many respondents emphasized the need for the library 
to be accessible to those without a personal vehicle. Lowest cost 
was least frequently cited as important or critical, with 34 percent of 
respondents stating lowest cost was not an important consideration.

Respondents emphasized 
the need for the library 
to be accessible to those 
without a personal 
vehicle.

The library is seen as an 
important educational 
resource supporting 
lifelong learning for all 
ages, especially children. 

Books and collections 
remain central to the 
Library’s role.
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2 EVALUATE
POPULATION PROJECTIONS

To inform library size requirements and long-term library service 
needs, BERK Consulting (BERK) prepared a population forecast and 
limited demographic analysis, based on publicly available data from 
the Washington State Office of Financial Management. The analysis 
includes an estimate of the Mount Vernon Urban Growth Area’s 2025 
population.

The Washington Office of Financial management publishes 
intercensal estimates of city and unincorporated area population. For 
the City of Mount Vernon, the 2012 population estimate was 32,250, 
for the Mount Vernon Urban Growth Area (UGA) the population 
estimate was 33,935 (Office of Financial Management). 

The  analysis assumes that 80 percent of the County’s growth over 
the next 20 years will be in urban areas and 20 percent  will be 
in rural areas.  Using the medium-growth county wide population 
forecasts, the Urban Growth Area will add an estimated 12,465 
people by 2035, amounting to 46,751 people.

Assuming a standard rate of growth between 2015 – 2025, 
the Mount Vernon UGA will have an estimated population of 
approximately 40,433 in 2025. A population of 40,500 is assumed as 
a facilities planning target.

Mount Vernon 
Urban growth area 
boundaries:

Source: Washington Office of Financial 
Management, 2014

MOUNT VERNON UGA POPULATION FORECAST:

Source: Washington Office of Financial Management, 2014

4
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FACILITY PLANNING

Facility size and program space allocation of similar municipal library 
systems were compared to the existing and previous size of the 
Mount Vernon City Library. Library area per capita is used to describe 
the facility level of service (square feet per person) and calculate a 
projected building size to serve the library service area population 
until 2025.  

The existing 12,336 square foot Mount Vernon City Library serves 
a current population of 34,700, providing a level of service of 
approximately 0.35 square feet of library space per person. 

By comparison, similar recently constructed municipal libraries in the 
Puget Sound region provide .88 to 2.1 square feet per person. 

In 1981 when the Mount Vernon City Library was last expanded, the 
level of service was .91 square feet per person (the 12,336 square 
foot library served a population of 13,000).

 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 AREA 	 	 POP. 	 	 LEVEL OF SERVICE

1954 ORIGINAL LIBRARY	 	 3,581 SF	 	 5,000	 .72 SF/PERSON

1969 ADDITION	 	 	 	 10,033 SF		 9,000	 1.1 SF/PERSON

1981 ADDITION	 	 	 	 12,336 SF		 13,500	 .91 SF/PERSON

LEVEL OF SERVICE    =  LIBRARY AREA       POPULATION
(Area per person)

2014 CURRENT LIBRARY  12,336 SF 34,700 .35 SF/PERSON
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A 40,400 square foot 
library building would 
provide a level of service 
of 1.0 square feet per 
person for the 40,433 
residents of Mount 
Vernon in 2025. 

.7
2

1.
1

.9
1

A 40,400 square foot library building would provide a level of service 
of 1.0 square feet per person for the 40,433 residents of Mount 
Vernon in 2025. 

LEVEL OF SERVICE COMPARISION (Square feet per person)

Mount Vernon Library Regional Library Facilities

S
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Pe
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LIBRARY SIZE PLANNING TARGET 

Neither the American Library Association (ALA) nor the Public Library 
Association (PLA) sets prescriptive planning standards for public 
libraries, as each library serves a different community with varying 
needs. 

General services planning precedes facilities planning because it 
defines the users, services, and programs of the library. Once these 
plans are defined, the board, director and others can better decide 
on space needs, layout, and technical specifications. A long-range 
plan with a mission statement, goals, and objectives can provide 
a basis for evaluating whether or not a library has a facility which 
adequately meets community needs. 

Existing issues at the Mount Vernon City Library have been identified 
by Library patrons, Staff, Foundation and Friends of the Library, and 
include:
• Lack of meeting or program space
• Crowded aisles, reading and computer areas
• Lack of space for collections
• Lack of adequate restrooms
• Accessibility
• Lack of electrical and internet cables
• Asbestos, mold, and decay
• Leaking roof with poor design
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EVALUATE: NEIGHBORING LIBRARIES

8.9 Miles
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.4

 M
ile

s

La Conner 
Regional Library

Burlington 
Public Library 

Sedro-Woolley 
Public Library

Anacortes 
Public Library

16.6 Miles

Map of neighboring libraries

EVALUATION OF NEIGHBORING LIBRARIES
Mount Vernon is the largest city in Skagit County by population, and 
it is the County Seat. Access by Interstate-5, rail, and historically 
by river,  make Mount Vernon a regional center. The Library has 
reciprocal use agreements with all five libraries in the area: 
Burlington, LaConner, Anacortes, Sedro-Woolley, and Upper Skagit. 

The communities of Anacortes, Burlington and Puyallup built new 
library buildings relatively recently. Comparing library area per 
person:
	 • Anacortes Library: 28,500 square feet, built in 2002 		
	 serves an estimated population of 16,000, providing 		
	 1.8 square feet per person. 
	 • Burlington Library: 21,600 square feet, built in 2007 serves 	
	 an estimated population of 10,400, providing 2.1 square feet 	
	 per person. 
	 • Puyallup Library: 39,000 square feet, built in 2002 serves 	
	 an estimated population of 43,827, providing .88 square feet 	
	 per person. 

By comparision, the original 3,581 square foot Mount Vernon City 
Library, built in 1954, provided about .72 square feet per person 
for the City’s 5,000 residents. A 6,452 square foot addition in 1969 
helped the library serve an expanded population of 9,000, bringing 
the ratio of library space back to 1.1 square feet per person. The 
current 12,336 square foot library serves an estimated population 
in the Urban Growth Area of about 34,700, and the ratio of library 
space per person is now .35 square feet per person. 
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Mount vernon city library
Constructed: 1954 (1969, 1981 Additions)

Mount Vernon vicinity map

Size:12,336 SF
2012 estimated UGA population: 33,935
Level of service: .35sf/ person (2012)

Collections Area/ Reading Rooms Staff Areas/Support Space

Mount Vernon City Library Floor Plan
Not to scale

Meeting Rooms
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ANACORTES PUBLIC LIBRARY
Constructed: 2002

Anacortes Public Library Floor Plans
Not to scale

Anacortes vicinity map

Size: 28,478 SF
2012 UGA Estimated Population: 16,090
Level of service: 1.8 sf/person (2012)

Collections Area/ Reading Rooms Meeting Rooms Staff Areas/Support Space

1 2
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BURLINGTON PUBLIC LIBRARY
Constructed: 2007

Burlington vicinity map

Size: 21,629 SF
2012 estimated UGA population:10,393
Level of service: 2.1 sf/person (2012)

Collections Area/ Reading Rooms Meeting Rooms Staff Areas/Support Space

Burlington Public Library Floor Plan
Not to scale
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PUYALLUP LIBRARY
Constructed: 2002

Puyallup vicinity map

Size: 39,000 SF
2012 estimated UGA population: 43,827
Level of service: .88 sf/person (2012)

Collections Area/ Reading Rooms Meeting Rooms Staff Areas/Support Space

Puyallup Library Floor Plans
Not to scale

1 2
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sITE EVALUATION 

This study examines the capacity of three sites to accommodate a 
facility large enough to meet community needs through 2025. 

POTENTIAL SITES

SITE      : Existing Library Site
Address: 315 Snoqualmie Street

SITE       : Mount Vernon School District Site
Address: 124 E. Lawrence Street

SITE       : Higgins Parcel
Address: N. 30th Street + E. Division

SCHOOL DISTRICT SITE
HIGGINS PARCEL

EXISTING 
LIBRARY SITE

B

C

A

4t
h

 S
t

E Division St

A B C
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PROXIMITY

In 2006, the City of Mount Vernon initated a comprehensive 
redevelopment plan for its historic downtown area. The projects 
goals include enhancing public access to the shoreline and river, 
promoting mixed-use development, and providing an area for both 
housing and business development to occur in a manner that helps 
preserve and revitilize the character of the downtown area. Each of 
the potential sites were evaluated for their proximity to the existing 
downtown center in Mount Vernon and the ability to reinforce the 
goals of the Comprehensive Plan. 

A

B

C

 
0.9 miles from downtown center results in a: 

16 minute walk

1 minute bike ride

4 minute drive

Accessible by bus route 205

 
2.1 miles from downtown center results in a: 

45 minute walk

10 minute bike ride

7 minute drive

Accessible by bus route 204/207/208

0.2 miles from downtown center results in a: 

3 minute walk

1 minute bike ride

1 minute drive

Accessible by bus route 206

SITE A: Existing Mount 
Vernon City Library Site

SITE C: Higgins Parcel

SITE B: Mount Vernon 
School District Site
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A preliminary location analysis and capacity evaluation was prepared 
for each site.  Site diagrams were prepared to illustrate the test fit 
and location for a potential 40,400 square foot library building with 
required parking.  

All three sites have the capacity to accommodate a 40,400 square 
foot library in two stories. The existing library site at 315 Snoqualmie 
Street meets most of the siting factors identified by survey 
respondents.

 The existing site has several advantages over the other two sites 
studied:

	 • City-owned and controlled, no acquisition cost
	 • Utilities and site infrastructure are in place
	 • Access to public transportation
	 • Close to downtown cultural institutions 
	 • Location reinforces the Mount Vernon comprehensive plan 	
	    goal to revitalize south downtown 
	 • Waterfront connection 

Approximately 140 parking spaces are required by the zoning code 
at 1 space per 250 net square feet. The existing site has 80 surface 
parking spaces.  An additional 60 parking spaces could be provided 
by off-site or structured parking. 

Site Capacity

Transportation Options

Cost

City Center Location

Proximity

Parking

Ability to Expand

Sustainability/ Site Infrastructure

      A       B       C
site CAPACitY

(2 story 40,400sf Library)

COMMUNitY PReFeReNCe
(siting Factors)

     Parking
     Ability to expand

transportation Options
     City Center Location
     Proximity to schools

     Lowest Cost

sUstAiNABiLitY

sCHeDULe

site ACqUisitiON

    iNFRAstRUCtURe/UtiLities 
  

EVALUATION CRITERIA 

existing Mount 
Vernon Library site

Mount Vernon 
school District site

Higgins Parcel



MOUNT VERNON CITY LIBRARY
NEEDS ASSESSMENT AND FEASIBILITY STUDY

32   |   EVALUATE

      SITE A: EXISTING DOWNTOWN LIBRARY SITE: 315 Snoqualmie Street

Total site area: 68,256sf	
Current parcel size: 27, 648sf
Adjacent R.O.W:12,960sf
City parking lot: 27, 648sf

OPPORTUNITIES
• Transit-accessible
• City owned
• Pedestrian and bike-friendly access from 
   river walk and trail
• Proximity to downtown
• Waterfront connection
• Part of city “campus”
• Reinforces South Downtown revitilization
• Potential shared parking

A

CHALLENGES
• Limited site area
• Limited parking 
• Limited expansion
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NEW 1-STORY LIBRARY
40,400SF 

NEW 2-STORY LIBRARY
20,200SF FOOTPRINT
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            SITE B: MOUNT VERNON SCHOOL DISTRICT SITE: 124 East Lawrence Street

School District parcel size: 123,031sf
Adjacent Parcel: 22,500sf

OPPORTUNITIES
• Visible location
• Potential co-location with School 	
   District + other uses
• Campus/neighborhood atmosphere
• Accessible from downtown
• Near multi-family housing +     
   businesses
•  Views 

B

CHALLENGES
• Site acquisition 
• Requires inter-agency coordination
• Sloping site
• Old school building location 
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         HIGGINS PARCEL: North 30th Street + East Division

Total site area: 1,132,560sf
City-owned parcel size: 980,100sf
Adjacent Parcel: 152,460sf

OPPORTUNITIES
• City can acquire site
• Area for parking
• Quiet, park-like setting
 • Views
	

C

CHALLENGES
• Walkability/access
• Existing wetlands/ greenfield site 
• Development necessitates enhancements in lower
   wetland to mitigate impacts
• No infrastructure/utilities
• Sloping site
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ADDITIONAL SITES

In an open public discussion during the July 9th, 2104 community 
workshop, several additional sites were discussed: 

Former Food Pavilion Site: 1515 North 18th Street (Now vacant 
structure)

 

Two additional potential sites brought up in the discussion were 
county parking lots: 
1. ‘Parking Lot No. 2’ at the SW corner of the intersection of Kincaid 
Street and South Third Street.
2. ‘Parking Lot No. 8’ Located S of Kincaid Street, E of 3rd Street, N 
of Broadway Street, W of 4th Street.

Each of the additional sites present varying opportunities and 
challenges in terms of site acquisition, acessibility, and proximity to 
complementary institutions. 

Aerial Map, Former Food Pavilion Site located at North 18th Street and College Way.
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FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Findings
Objective measures of the declining level of service at the Mount 
Vernon City Library confirm perceptions shared by library patrons 
and staff that the existing building is ‘small and functionally obsolete,’ 
unable to meet current and future operational and service needs.  At 
present, 34,700 residents are served by a library expanded to serve 
a population of 13,000 in 1981.  The current level of library service is 
the lowest in the history of Mount Vernon, roughly one-third the level 
provided in 1981.  If nothing is done, the existing building will require 
more significant maintenance and repair.  The level of service will 
decline further as population grows.

Peer municipalities in Skagit County and the region have invested in 
new libraries, responsive to their community needs and emerging 
directions in library service.  By comparison, the residents of Mount 
Vernon are underserved.  

Public comments from the survey and community conversations 
reveal a deep appreciation for the ‘well-loved’ Mount Vernon City 
Library and staff who continue to provide critically important services 
in spite of the limitations of the existing building.  Appropriately-sized 
and designed library facilities would enable the Library to play an 
even more significant role in the community. 
	 • Creating an open, inviting community center for 		
		  educational, cultural and recreational activities
	 • Expanded library collections could be displayed in 		
		  attractive, accessible shelving placing more books 	
		  and materials in circulation 
	 • Educational and enrichment programs, cultural events and 	
		  community meetings would not interfere with other	
		   library uses like browsing and reading
	 • Updated computing resources and digital infrastructure to 	
		  access information and improve communication
		  building energy efficiency and reduced maintenance
	 • Improved patron service, library operations and staff 		
		  efficiency

The indirect benefits of a new Mount Vernon City Library 
include economic development, enriched educational and social 
opportunities, civic engagement and community pride.

Recommendations
Base on the findings above, a new library constructed on the site of 
the existing library, planned to meet future population growth and 
emerging changes in library service is recommended.   

A ten year planning horizon is long enough to accommodate 
anticipated population growth; short enough to respond to 



MOUNT VERNON CITY LIBRARY
NEEDS ASSESSMENT AND FEASIBILITY STUDY

40   |   EVALUATE

potentially dramatic changes in library needs and services.  A space 
planning target of roughly one square foot per resident is consistent 
with historic Mount Vernon City Library and peer municipality 
service levels.  A 40,400 square foot library would accommodate the 
projected 40,433 residents in the Mount Vernon Urban Growth Area 
in 2025.  This planning target should be evaluated and confirmed in a 
pre-design and program study to determine an appropriate size and 
budget for a future Mount Vernon City Library.

Building on the city-owned existing library site lowers project costs 
as there is no additional cost for site acquisition.  The availability 
of existing utilities and infrastructure will reduce site development 
costs in comparison with the other sites considered.  Since it 
is controlled by the city, further project planning can proceed 
immediately if desired.  A project budget in the range of $22.7 
million is recommended for a 40,400 square foot library of mid-level 
construction, related site work and parking.  

Funding for a future Mount Vernon Library Foundation would build on 
Sonja Beard’s generous bequest.  Her $500,000 donation represents 
a significant initial contribution that should inspire additional private 
and public support. 

The Library,City Hall, and Fire Station form a civic campus and an anchor for South Downtown. 
Image source: City of Mount Vernon Downtown Plan, KPFF.

LIBRARY SITE
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IMAGINE future program options for the 
Mount Vernon City Library in 2024

1. Providing books and access to 
technology and information

2. Providing life-long education 
and enrichment opportunities

3. Promoting early learning and 
literacy for children and families

4. Providing a public place 
that is safe, comfortable, and 
convenient 

5. Serving as a community 
gathering place

6. Hosting cultural events, 
activities and programs

7. Acting as a partner and 
gateway to other community 
cultural institutions - theaters, 
museums, historical sites

8. Assisting patrons with 
information, employment and 
business needs

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
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3 IMAGINE
EMERGING IDEAS IN LIBRARY PLANNING

In examining ideas for the future of the Mount Vernon City Library, a 
broad overview of trends were presented.

The library of the 21st century is a: 

COMMUNITY CULTURAL CENTER

The library of the future should be a welcoming civic building that 
provides a variety of spaces to meet a wide range of community 
needs. The library can support community organizations, 
neighborhood groups, and provide other arts and cultural resources 
for the public.  

San Diego Central Library
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A PLACE TO GATHER, MEET AND SHARE

A variety of spaces should be accessible to individuals and groups to 
use, including study tables and chairs, lounge seating, group study 
and tutor rooms, and  public meeting rooms to accommodate groups 
of different sizes.
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A PLACE FOR LIFELONG LEARNING

Recent research confirms the critical importance of early learning for 
children and continued intellectual activity for seniors. The role of the 
public is central for those groups.

The public library will continue to provide resources and support 
education for K-12 and college students through after-school and 
summer programs. 
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A PLACE TO MAKE AND CREATE

Community workshops or makerspaces provide tools for story-
telling, writing, recording, music and film making. 3-d printers and 
digital cutters introduce patrons to STEM concepts, digital design 
and fabrication technology. Sewing, painting, knitting, book making 
are examples of project-based, active learning for all-ages.

These spaces are united in the purpose of providing access to 
space, tools, equipment, community, and education, and all are 
unique in exactly how they are arranged to fit the purposes of the 
community they serve.
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CASE STUDIES: NATIONAL
VANCOUVER , WA PUBLIC LIBRARy, 2011

Size: 83,049 SF 

The Vancouver Community Library was designed for long-term 
flexibility and adaptability as libraries change over time. The new five-
floor building features extensive use of natural light and designated 
areas for classrooms and computer space, an Early Learning Center, 
fiction and biography titles, a cafe, computer classrooms for teens 
and adults, and a 50 foot high “Knowledge Wall.” 

Cafe seating Early Learning Center
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SAN DIEGO CENTRAL LIBRARY 2013

Size: 497,652 SF

The San Diego Central Library is co-located with a Charter High 
School, and features an outdoor garden courtyard and café, a 350-
seat auditorium, and a three-story domed reading room. Additional 
program includes a 333-seat multi-purpose room, a Teen Center,  
Children’s Room, Technology Center, 2 levels of parking with 250 
spaces, Literary Services, a gallery and exhibit space, and a public 
event space. 

Reading Room Collections Area Auditorium
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District of Columbia Public Library, 2011

Size: 21, 472 SF

The Tenley-Friendship Library has space devoted to children’s 
services, a large collection of print and non-print resources (CD 
books, DVDs, mixed-media kits, etc.), and online access for children 
from birth to age twelve. Children’s librarians provide regular story 
programs in which they model early literacy behaviors, and reader’s 
advisory services for children and their caregivers to encourage 
reading and early literacy.

Entry Computer stations Children’s Area
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4 COST PLANNING
A preliminary budget estimate of probable construction costs for a new 
library building was prepared as the basis for a funding strategy. Estimating 
operating costs are beyond the scope of this study. 

Estimated cost for a new 40,400 square foot library on the existing site would 
be $22.7 million. This budget assumes a mid-level quality civic building and 
includes site work, surface parking for 80 cars and structured above-ground 
parking for 60 cars. 

CATEGORY Qty. Unit Rate Cost
Site Acquisition (assumes existing site) -$                -                       
Construction $15,950,827

Demolition of existing building 12,336 sf $5.00 $61,680
Site (Civil, Landscaping, Surface Parking) 68,256 sf 12.00$            $819,072
Building * 40,400 sf 300.00$          $12,120,000
Structured parking for 60 cars 60 space $25,000 $1,500,000
Construction Contingency 10% $1,450,075.20

Occupancy Related Costs $1,394,925
Furniture and Fixtures 40,400 sf 20.00$            $808,000
Signage 40,400 sf 1.25$              $50,500
Computer Equipment allowance $200,000
Telecommunications (voice/data) allowance $90,000
Security Equipment allowance $80,000
Moving/rent temporary location 24 mos. allowance $100,000
Contingency 5% $66,425

Design Fees $1,291,184
Architecture/Engineering (per WA State Fee Schedule) 8.9% $1,077,468
A/E Reimbursables allowance $40,000
Interior Design allowance $100,000
Site - L Arch/Civil/Geotech/Survey 9.00% $73,716

Project Contingency 5% $931,847
Project Cost Escalation (estimated to 2016) 7.50% $1,467,659

Project Total with Site Costs $21,036,442
RECOMMENDED PROJECT BUDGET FOR 40,400 GSF LIBRARY $22,705,031
* Mid-level quality construction cost budget 
Project Soft Costs  - not included above

Building Permit Fees 1% $159,508
WA Sales Tax 8.7% $1,509,080
Project Management 
Collections - books/media
Capital campaign or fundraising costs 
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5 NEXT STEPS
Next Steps

The library planning steering committee can use this report to 
continue the community conversation, expanding partnerships 
with civic and community groups.  This outreach will help identify 
potential shared resources and additional opportunities as it 
broadens and deepens community support for a new Mount Vernon 
City Library.  

A facility pre-design study, including a detailed program analysis and 
preliminary planning design, will enable a more accurate projection 
of space requirements and budget.  Project feasibility can be 
assessed through a test fit of the preliminary planning design on the 
existing site.  Field trips to several recently-constructed libraries in 
the area would provide useful background for the planning team.  

I M A G I N I N G  M O U N T  V E R N O N  L I B R A R Y ’ S  F U T U R E
S e p t e m b e r  2 4 t h ,  2 0 1 4

NEXT STEPS
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Thank you for participating in the Mount Vernon City Library Community Needs Assessment Survey. 

Your input will help the Library identify community priorities for future library services, activities, and facilities.  

In addition to this survey, the Library will be conducting additional outreach activities about the community’s 
desired role of the Library for the future of Mount Vernon.  

Please complete the survey on the following pages and return to the Mount Vernon City Library (315 
Snoqualmie St.) front desk during open hours, or deposit (in an envelope) in the Book Drop in front of the 
building. 

  

Mount Vernon Library Visioning Survey: ENGLISH VERSION
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ROLE OF THE MOUNT VERNON CITY LIBRARY 

1. Mount Vernon City Library provides a range of services to the residents of Mount Vernon. To 
help the library plan for its future, it needs your input on which services are important to the 
community now and in the future.  

How important are each of the following library services to the residents of Mount Vernon? 

  

 Not Important Important Critical 

Providing education and enrichment opportunities    
Comments: 

 

 



 

 Not Important Important Critical 

Serving as a community-gathering place    
Comments: 
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  

 Not Important Important Critical 

Providing a public place that is safe, comfortable, 
accessible, and convenient    
Comments: 

 
 

  
 Not Important Important Critical 

Providing services for job-seekers and businesses    
Comments: 

 
 





 Not Important Important Critical 

Promoting literacy among children and adults    
Comments: 
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

 

 Not Important Important Critical 

Providing books and access to technology and 
information     
Comments: 

 
 



 

 Not Important Important Critical 

Hosting events and providing programs    
Comments: 

 
 

 

 Not Important Important Critical 

Acting as a gateway to other community assets 
such as local history, museums, or art    
Comments: 
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Other library services that are important to the community of Mount Vernon (please specify) 

 

 

 

 

 

2. A library serves many roles in a community. How important are the following roles that Mount 
Vernon City Library plays in the community?  

 Not Important Important Critical 

The Mount Vernon City Library enhances the quality of 
life in the community.    
The Mount Vernon City Library supports the health of 
our democracy.    
The Mount Vernon City Library supports education and 
learning in the community.    
The Mount Vernon City Library supports economic 
vitality and workforce development.    
The Mount Vernon City Library contributes to the 
preservation of the heritage and cultures of the 
community. 

   

The Mount Vernon City Library is a source of civic pride.    
The Mount Vernon City Library is an indication of Mount 
Vernon’s healthy, vibrant community.    
Other (please specify) 
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PRIORITIES FOR MOUNT VERNON CITY LIBRARY’S FUTURE 

3. What three words best describe the Mount 
Vernon City Library today? 

 

 

 

4. What three words do you want to describe 
the future Mount Vernon City Library? 

 

 

 

5. In choosing where to invest in library facilities, how important are the following factors? 

 Not Important Important Critical 

Transportation Options    
Proximity to Schools    
City Center Location    
Parking    
Ability to Expand    
Lowest Cost    

Other (please specify) 
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6. If library services could be expanded, which would be your top priority? (Select your top 3 
choices) 

 Additional quiet space for study and reading 

 More collection materials (books, audiobooks, dvds, cds) 

 More computers and other information technology, and technology 
training 

 More online services 

 More space for community gathering (space to accommodate literary, cultural, or civic 
events) 

 More space for small-group work, meeting, or study 

 More support for literacy and reading activities and programs 

 Dedicated children’s space and programming 

Other (please specify) 

 

 

7. How could the library better serve you and your family? 
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ABOUT YOU 

8. Where do you live? (Select best answer) 

 Within Mount Vernon City limits 

 Near the City of Mount Vernon, but outside city limits 

 Elsewhere in Skagit County 

 Other, please explain: 

 

 

9. Do you have children under the age of 19 living at home? (Select all that apply) 

 Under age 6 

 Age 6 to 18 

 There are no children living at my home 

10.In what year were you born? (optional) 

 

THANK YOU 
Thank you for participating in the Mount Vernon City Library Community Needs Assessment Survey. 
We appreciate your feedback. With your help we will develop a common vision for the future of the 
Library that best meets the needs of the Mount Vernon community. 

Please return completed surveys to the Mount Vernon City Library (315 Snoqualmie St.) front desk 
during open hours, or deposit (in an envelope) in the Book Drop in front of the building. 
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Gracias por participar en la encuesta de evaluación de las necesidades en la comunidad de la biblioteca 
de la ciudad de Mount Vernon.  

Su opinión ayudará a identificar las prioridades de la comunidad para los servicios, actividades y 
facilidades futuras de la biblioteca. 

Además de esta encuesta, la biblioteca llevará a cabo actividades de adquisición de información 
adicionales sobre el deseo que tiene la comunidad acerca de la participación de la biblioteca  en el 
futuro de Mount Vernon.  

Favor de completar la encuesta en las páginas siguientes y regresarla  a la recepción de la biblioteca de 
la ciudad de Mount Vernon (315 Snoqualmie St) durante el horario de oficina o depositar (en un sobre) 
en el depósito de libros ubicado en  frente del edificio la biblioteca. 
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DESEMPEÑO DE LA BIBLIOTECA DE LA CIUDAD DE MOUNT VERNON 

1. La Biblioteca de la ciudad de Mount Vernon proporciona una gama de servicios a los residentes 
de Mount Vernon. Para ayudar a la biblioteca a planear su futuro, se necesita su opinión para 
saber cuáles servicios son importantes para la comunidad ahora y en el futuro. 

¿Qué tan importantes son cada uno de los siguientes servicios de la biblioteca para los residentes 
de Mount Vernon? 

  

 No es importante Importante Muy importante 

Proveer educación y oportunidades de 
aprovechamiento    
Comentarios: 

 

 

 

 

 No es importante Importante Muy importante 

Servir como un lugar de reunión para la 
comunidad    
Comentarios: 
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 No es importante Importante Muy importante 

Proporcionar un lugar público seguro, cómodo, 
accesible y conveniente    
Comentarios: 

 
 

  
 No es importante Importante Muy importante 

Proveer servicios para solicitantes de empleo y 
negocios    
Comentarios: 

 
 

 

 

 No es importante Importante Muy importante 

Promover la alfabetización entre los niños y 
adultos    
Comentarios: 
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 No es importante Importante Muy importante 

Proveer libros y acceso a la tecnología e información    
Comentarios: 

 
 

 

 

 No es importante Importante Muy importante 

Organización de eventos y proveer programas    
Comentarios: 

 
 
 

  

 No es importante Importante Muy importante 

Actúa como una puerta de acceso a otros recursos de 
la comunidad como historia local,  museos o arte    
Comentarios: 
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Otros servicios de la biblioteca que son importantes para la comunidad de Mount Vernon (por favor 
especifique) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Una biblioteca provee diferentes servicios en una comunidad. ¿Qué tan importantes son los 
siguientes servicios de la biblioteca de la ciudad de Mount Vernon en la comunidad?  

 No es importante Importante Muy importante 

La Biblioteca de la ciudad de Mount Vernon mejora la 
calidad de vida en la comunidad.    
La Biblioteca de la ciudad de Mount Vernon apoya la 
salud de nuestra democracia.    
La Biblioteca de la ciudad de Mount Vernon apoya la 
educación y el aprendizaje en la comunidad.    
La Biblioteca de la ciudad de Mount Vernon apoya la 
vitalidad económica y el desarrollo de la fuerza laboral.    
La Biblioteca de la ciudad de Mount Vernon contribuye a 
la preservación de la cultura y las tradiciones de la 
comunidad. 

   

La Biblioteca de la ciudad de Mount Vernon es una 
fuente de orgullo cívico.    
La Biblioteca de la ciudad de Mount Vernon es una 
indicación de comunidad saludable y vibrante de Mount 
Vernon. 

   

Otros (especifique) 

 

 

 

 

  



MOUNT VERNON CITY LIBRARY
NEEDS ASSESSMENT AND FEASIBILITY STUDY

70   |   APPENDIX A

MOUNT VERNON CITY LIBRARY NEEDS ASSESSMENT SURVEY PAGE 6 

PRIORIDADES PARA EL FUTURO DE LA BIBLIOTECA DE LA CIUDAD DE 
MOUNT VERNON 

3. ¿Cuáles son las tres palabras que mejor 
describen la biblioteca de la ciudad de 
Mount Vernon hoy? 

 

 

 

 

4. ¿Cuáles son las tres palabras quieres que 
describan el futuro de la biblioteca de la 
ciudad de Mount Vernon. 

 

 

 

 

5. ¿En la elección de dónde invertir en instalaciones de la biblioteca, que tan importantes son los 
factores siguientes? 

 

Otros (especifique) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 No es importante Importante Muy importante 

Opciones de transportación    
Proximidad a las escuelas    
Ubicación en el centro de la ciudad    
Estacionamiento    
Capacidad de expansion    
Menor costo    



MOUNT VERNON CITY LIBRARY
NEEDS ASSESSMENT  AND FEASIBILITY STUDY

APPENDIX A   |   71  

MOUNT VERNON CITY LIBRARY NEEDS ASSESSMENT SURVEY PAGE 7 

6. ¿Si los servicios bibliotecarios pudieran ampliarse, cuál sería su prioridad? (Seleccione 3 opciones 
preferidas) 

 

 Espacio tranquilo adicional para el estudio y la lectura 

 Más materiales de colección (libros, audiolibros, dvds, cds) 

 Más computadoras y otra tecnología de información, entrenamiento en tecnología 

 Más servicios en línea 

 Más espacio para la convivencia en la comunidad (espacio para realizar eventos literarios, 
culturales o cívicos) 

 Más espacio para grupos pequeños de trabajo, reuniones o estudio 

 Más apoyo para las actividades y programas de la alfabetización y lectura 

 Espacio dedicado para los niños y la programación infantil 

Otros (especifique) 

 

 

 

7. ¿De qué manera la Biblioteca podría servirle mejor a usted y a su familia? 
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ACERCA DE USTED 

8. ¿En dónde vive? (Seleccione la mejor respuesta) 

 Dentro de los límites de la ciudad de Mount Vernon 

 Cerca de la ciudad de Mount Vernon, pero fuera de los límites de la ciudad 

 En otros lugares en el Condado de Skagit 

 Otros, por favor explique: 

 

 

9. ¿Tiene hijos menores de 19 años viviendo en casa? (Seleccione todas las opciones que apliquen) 

  Menores de 6 años 

  Entre  6 a 18 años de edad 

  No hay niños viviendo en mi casa 

10. ¿En qué año nació? (opcional) 

 

 

GRACIAS 
Gracias por participar en la encuesta de evaluación de las necesidades en la comunidad acerca de la 
biblioteca de la cuidad de  Mount Vernon.  Apreciamos sus comentarios.  Con su ayuda, 
desarrollaremos una visión común para el futuro de la biblioteca que mejor satisfaga las necesidades 
de la comunidad de Mount Vernon. 

Favor de devolver las encuestas completadas a la recepción de la biblioteca de la ciudad de Mount 
Vernon (315 Snoqualmie St) durante el horario de oficina o depositar (en un sobre) en el depósito de 
libros ubicado en  frente del edificio de la biblioteca. 
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mount vernoN library conceptual site studies AT HIGGINS PARCEL 3/2013

Source: City of Mount Vernon 


