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We provide professional, efficient services to create a lifetime positive difference for our Community.

City Receives Additional $4 Million for Library Commons Project
The City of Mount Vernon took another step
toward realizing the complete funding of its
Mount Vernon Library Commons project last
week when the Washington State Legislature
approved a $4 million appropriation for
construction.
The funding was initially requested by Sen. Liz
Lovelett with the support of Rep. Debra
Lekanoff, Rep. Alex Ramel, Sen. Ron Muzzall,
Rep. Dave Paul, and Rep. Greg Gilday.
The bipartisan backing of this innovative project
will assist in providing the area with a new library and community center; electric bicycle charging, and hundreds of
garage parking spaces downtown, including EV charging stations.
The project is recognized as a necessary amenity, but also as a catalyst for economic development in the area—
commended by legislators on both sides of the aisle for its forward-leaning scope and for the creative solutions it brings
to incentivizing investment in housing and commerce in Mount Vernon.
Governor Jay Inslee included a request for this funding in his proposed budget
to the Legislature in November of 2021.
The $46.3 million project began in earnest back in 2017. The $4 million in State
support brings the City’s total current funding amount to 81% of the total
project cost—all of which has been secured without any tax increase to city
residents.

Gov. Inslee visits Mount Vernon on March 7

We are incredibly grateful to our state legislators for their strong support and
advocacy for this project. This puts us closer to our goal of breaking ground
this year, and creating a new and exciting chapter in our city’s growth. We are
working on clearing the final funding hurdle by pursuing recently available
federal infrastructure funding opportunities.

TULIP FESTIVAL RETURNS!
Our City and County will be welcoming thousands of
visitors back to Skagit County during the month of April.

Tulip Festival Executive Director Cindy Verge presents the 2022
Festival poster at the March 9th City Council meeting.

While we enjoy a boost in our economy, we also have lots
of traffic. Please be patient during this time as our streets
and exits can become overloaded, especially on sunny
days. Be sure to plan ahead, know alternate routes, and
allow extra time when traveling.
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SKAGIT VALLEY TULIP
FESTIVAL
April 1-30
www.tulipfestival.org
This beloved annual event will be full
of longtime favorite activities for locals
and visitors alike.

*******************************
37th ANNUAL TULIP
FESTIVAL STREET FAIR
27

April 15 - 17
S. 1st Street
Friday & Saturday 10am-6pm
Sunday 10am-5pm
Presented by the Mount Vernon
Downtown Association. Hundreds of
juried arts and crafts vendors,
delicious food court offerings, live
entertainment and fun for the whole
family.

City Participates in COVID-19 Wastewater
Testing
The City’s Wastewater Treatment Plant is taking part in a nationwide testing
program run by Biobot Analytics to monitor the presence of COVID-19 in
wastewater.
Biobot is an offshoot from MIT
studying wastewater epidemiology
and has been focusing on detecting
SARS-CoV-2 in wastewater. People
shed copies of the virus 3-7 days
before symptoms onset, so a spike
in copies detected in wastewater
acts as an early warning system for
increases in clinical case counts.

National results showing how wastewater tests precede
clinical test results for positive cases

The City first sent samples to Biobot in 2020 when COVID-19 was starting to take
off and we are currently participating in a 6 month study consisting of sending in
weekly samples through late July 2022. The study is fully funded and costs the
City nothing to participate. Results will be available on Biobot’s website along with
those of other participants: https://biobot.io/

Bonnie & Clyde Trail Closure

*******************************
KIWANIS SALMON BBQ

The Bonnie and Clyde trail at Little Mountain remains
closed due to sagging electrical/communication lines
damaged during one of the big storm and wind
events. Two telephone poles carrying the sagging
lines need to be replaced and another needs
straightening.

Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays
in April, 11am-7pm
Hillcrest Lodge
1717 S. 13th Street

This is a multi-agency issue that is not an easy fix,
made more difficult due to pole locations with no
direct vehicle access on slopped, waterlogged terrain.

Visit www.kiwanisbbq.com for
details!

The job is being engineered as quickly as possible
due to safety concerns, but it could be another 2-3
months before the problem can be fully corrected and
the trail reopened.

Sagging cable on Bonnie & Clyde

*******************************

Officer Ocampo Graduates from the Academy
Mayor Jill Boudreau
910 Cleveland Avenue
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
360.336.6211
www.mountvernonwa.gov

The City is pleased to announce that Police Officer
Ivan Ocampo graduated from the Washington State
Basic Law Enforcement Academy on March 2. He
successfully completed 720 hours of law enforcement
training and months of exhaustive practical exercises
and intensive academic work. He has now been
assigned to a training officer and will be in field
training for about 14 weeks. Upon completion of field
training, he will be assigned to a patrol squad.
Officer Ocampo grew up in Mount Vernon and is a
graduate of Mount Vernon High School. He served 6
years in the US Navy and also attended Skagit Valley
College, Whatcom Community College and UW Bothell. Congratulations Officer
Ocampo on a job well done!

204 W Montgomery Street
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
(360) 336-2155
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Construction
Management
Firm Selected
The City has selected OAC Services to provide
Construction Management services for the
project. Their services will include such things as
Pre-Construction coordination, serving as the
Owner’s representative during Construction,
Commissioning of systems, and Closeout.
Updated rendering of the Quiet Reading area

Details, Details
The City and Design Team are working to coordinate all of the many
details required to complete the Permit and Bid documents. This
includes such things as collaborating with the various utilities for
services to the building or moving existing services on the site,
conﬁrming how many diﬀerent kinds of EV charging stations will be
distributed, and narrowing down the ﬁnal selections for materials and
ﬁnishes.
2019 Conceptual Plan by OAC

OAC is the ﬁrm that helped the City develop
the Conceptual Planning for the project. They
bring a deep understanding of the site
constraints, programming needs, and goals of
the project from that previous eﬀort.
Members of OAC’s team will be working closely
with the design team to review the current
plans prior to Bidding. They will be conducting
a Constructability Review, which focuses on
sequencing and phasing of work, lead times
complex coordination, and other aspects of the
design that can impact schedule and budget.

The ﬁnal month of design work will be dedicated to this eﬀort, in order
to provide accurate and comprehensive bidding documents, and to
create inviting, engaging, and memorable spaces for all to enjoy.
Plans are to be submitted for Permit Review at the end of March.
Bidding is slated for June/July with construction starting in late
summer/early fall.
The entire team is excited to be putting the ﬁnishing touches on this
exciting and ground-breaking highly sustainable building.

Updated renderings of the circulation corridor outside the Youth Services (left) and the Commons looking towards the north entry (right).

Month in Focus
Detailing the building components takes and
enormous amount of time. Every aspect of the
design has to be coordinated with the
engineering team, the manufacturers, and for
code compliance.

Current Activities
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Weekly Owner Meetings
Selection of Construction Management Firm
Conﬁrmation of EV Charging Station Types
study
for exterior facade expression
Designlighting
of Lower
Embodied-Carbon
Concrete Mixes
Energy Modeling for Passive House
Modeling of Thermal Envelope for Condensation
and Moisture Risk
Coordination with Manufacturers and Suppliers
More details and more details
Pre-Application Meeting
Preparation of 75% Contract Documents
we are here

schematic
design

design
development

construction
documents

council approval /
advertise for bids

construction

project timeline / phases

Stair railing detailing and coordination (above) and check-out
cabinet detailing at

Updated rendering of the Youth Services circulation desk

HKP Architects
204 W Montgomery Street, Mount Vernon, WA 98273 (360) 336-2155

