City of

MOUNT
VERNON

LoT CERTIFICATION

Mount Vernon Municipal Code Chapter 14.05 defines the term ‘Lot Certification’ as, “An
administrative review process to determine if a lot was legally created and eligible for
conveyance and/or whether the lot is eligible to be considered for development permits.
The City passed their first subdivision ordinance on November 27, 1974. All division of
land after this date must have followed the formal procedures outlined in the Mount
Vernon Municipal Code and/or State law to be recognized as a legal lot of record”. To
summarize:

e The City of Mount Vernon passed their first Subdivision Ordinance on November
27,1974,

e For purposes of certifying the existence of legal lots of record this is the threshold
date.

o After November 27, 1974 all divisions of land must have followed the formal
procedures outlined in code, to be recognized as legal lots of record.

e Prior to that date it was common practice to divide property by merely signing and
recording various forms of deeds.

e |[f there is a reason to doubt the validity of a legal lot of record staff will require
the applicant to submit a deed history prepared by a Title Company that illustrates
the status of the lot on or before November 27, 1974, together with a comparison
of current status.

e All changes to the lot since November 27, 1974, must have been approved
through a formal subdivision process.

e Please be aware that parcel numbers used by the Skagit County Assessor DO NOT
identify and/or create lots of record. The primary purpose of parcel numbers is
for tax purposes.

e The only way that the City can definitely determine the status of a parcel, tract, or
lot is to have a title report and a full deed history.
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