
 

M ount Vernon 
RESIDENTIAL FENCES & WALLS 

 
IN GENERAL:  Fences are regulated by the City primarily to protect the public’s safety.  The City regulates the type, size 
and placement of fences to ensure that sight obstructions are not created that could endanger the safety of drivers,         
pedestrians, or bicyclists.  The City Council adopted Mount Vernon Municipal Code Chapter 17.99 which regulates fences 
within the City.   
 
The City’s Community & Economic Development Department processes fence and wall permits to make sure that fences 
and walls meet the City’s adopted regulations.  In most cases, fence/wall permits can be issued on the same day that it is  
applied for; however, others may take a little longer especially if there are special circumstances and/or if a site visit is     
necessary.   
 
This handout will address the most commonly asked questions that staff receives regarding fences in residential zoning    
districts; however, the  entire municipal code should be referred to for more specific questions.   

FENCES/WALLS IN RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS: 
 

Fences and walls may be installed up to four (4) feet in height around the entire required front yard setback area; and may be 
increased up to six (6) feet in height around the remainder of the property.  Following are some exceptions to this rule: 
 
1. Within the sight distance triangle a fence/wall/landscaping can not be more than three (3) feet in height; 
2. On corner and through (reverse frontage) lots fences may be constructed up to a height of six (6) feet along the        

secondary street frontage so long as the fence is setback 10 feet from the property line and does not extend beyond the 
required or existing setback of the dwelling on the property; and, the required 10-foot setback is landscaped with ever-
green trees and shrubs, perennial plant materials, and groundcover (up to 25% of the evergreen trees can be deciduous); 

3. On through lots adjacent to other through (reverse frontage) or corner lots the fence may be constructed up to a height 
of six (6) feet along the secondary street frontage provided that the fence is setback 10 feet from the property line; and, 
the required 10-foot setback is landscaped with evergreen trees and shrubs, perennial plant materials, and groundcover 
(up to 25% of the evergreen trees can be deciduous); and, 

4. Fences located on a secondary street frontage of through lots adjacent to interior lots shall maintain the front yard     
setback of the interior lots. 

Please see the diagram on the back of this handout for a graphic illustration of the  
code provisions outlined above.   

 

Community & Economic Development Department 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To Submit a Fence/Wall Permit Application you must provide the following information: 
 
1.  A fence permit application (can be found on the City’s web site at:  www.ci.mount-vernon.wa.us); 
2.  The required fee (currently $15.00); 
3.  A to-scale site plan showing the following: 

• All lot lines (please remember that the accurate location of all property lines is the responsibility of the property 
owner); 

• All right-of-way lines; 
• All utility easements; 
• All existing structures (buildings, fences, neighboring buildings within 10 feet, et cetera); 
• The proposed fence line; 
• Any public rights-of-way and private road easements; 
• Landscaping plan for buffers (if applicable); 
• Sight distance triangles; and, 
• Environmentally sensitive areas (wetlands, streams, steep slopes, et cetera) and their associated buffers (if      

applicable). 
4. All information shall be submitted to the CEDD. 
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