bsv Children
leave video
games behind
1o bird-watch

By LYNS| BURTON
Staff Writer

BAY VIBW — Nearly 30

children from Mount Ver-

non’s Kulshan Creek neigh-

borhood looked in the brush [8

Saturday for rabbit burrows,
pointed out where squirrels

‘had chewed through pine

cones and discovered mole.
fur in the grass — all that
was left of a.coyete’s snack’

For the children on. a
bird-watching hike in the
forest-mear Padilla Bay, it
was an up-close look-at
both the grand elements

of nature, such bald eagles } "
circling above, and the gro-

tesoue,

;, poop!” they cried, [
Ten.ang to trailsidk discov- £

eries. “Ew, bugs!”

The children were on

their montlily field trip with
the Kulshan Creek Progras
which takes thiFd-ihtou,

sixth-graders from the city Of chiidren from the Kulshan:Créek-neighiborhood in/a weodland walk Sa
] [Estuarine Research Reserves

to outdoor settings t6' learn
about nature. The program
also  coerdinates octasional
[projects, such as tree plant-
ling, for older studerits:
Saturday’sMigratory Bird

Festival, which kicked off |

at the Padilla Bay Nation-
al Estuarine Res@arch
Rleserve, was coordinatéd
by séveral groips, including
the UIS. Forest Service’ and

North Cascadés Institute. |

The children Iéafiied about
different bitd ecalls and

occasionally panséd during

their hikes to hear as thiny ’

diffefent calls as they. could.

“For a lot of these kids,
it’s really the only oppor-
tunity they have to get
o' ‘rel” said Jon Geroa-
Ha,__ the Kiilshai Creek-
neighborhood officer for
the Mount Vérnen Police
Depattmenit. “If thede
weren’t offered, thely’d
probably be at hofie play-
ng video games. Tistead,
they’te doing sométhing
positive.”
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{ Marlana
Torres-Tovar,

“owl” Elie
Pantoja, 9,
during a
game the
children play
wiiile on
their walk,at

Those who ceordinate
the. outings for the Kulshan
‘Ci¢ek group hope that the
Hhands-on experiences with
natuietwill inspire an inter-
&st'ini working as U.S. Forest
Service rangers, or at least in
protecting the environment.

“There’s a couple (stu-
dents) that told me they
want to 'be forest rangers

when they grow up,” said
Orlando Garcia, an infor-
mation receptionist with
the U.S. Forest Service who
grewiup in Kulshan Creek
himself “It’s that little spark:
of interest.”

Maria Fernanda Solis, 11,
has -attended the Kulshan
Creek field trip8ufbt years
and-saitl she W48 fiin 1&4rn-
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e Padili4
Bay reserve.
ing mote-about atiimdls and

nature.

“The more we care abbut
the enifonment, the mbre
the: éivironment gets bet?
1377 dHEid.

Soli¥took photoswith Hé?
cell phone duriitg herftfeK’
Aft€r the hike, she said she

learned about the differént
redsons ‘birds call to each

~
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¢h Elizabeth Penhollow. (second from left), a graduate student at the koﬁn ‘Cascades Ihstitute, leads a group

turday at'the Padilla: Bay National

$ai

other — to attract a ma
or to protect their territo:

. —-and proudly showed ¢
“the ‘crown of braided da:

delions she wore:
"Elizabéth Penhollo:
who;led the Kulshan Cree
group’s hikes, said she hop«
the outdoor experiences wi
build inquisitiVe minds

“When you bring kic
outside, it opens up a ne
world to them and allow
them to start asking que:
tions about  what: they:se
and what they notice,” sh
said. i

Sarahy @ruz, 12, said sh
prefers being outside on
sunny day, and ‘shie enjoye
the opportunity to ru
around and learn about dii
ferent plants andibirds.

“I like playing aroun
with my friends,” she said.
B Lynsi Bufton .can be
reached at 360-416-2149

or lburton@skagitpublishing
com.




