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Satellite station
would launch
community

' policing effort

By PETER KELLEY
Stalf Writne

MOUNT VERNON — Teuch-
ers st LaVentare Middle School
and netghborhood residents suy
they support the idea of a smail
police facility out behind the
schoul.

But thut support is not quite
unsnimous. Su far, the only
vocal opposition 1o the idea has
come straight from the top — the
president of the Mount Vernon
School Board. . =

tion, I'm opposed 1o hwving it on
district praperty whenitisinot a
district actlvity,” School Board
President Maryl Skjei said yes-
- terday. “I'd rather see nn nltesna-
. tive slie developed.™

At question is whether the
Mount Vernon Schoel District
should agree 10 lease, for no pay-
met, & spare portable classroom
. 1o the police depariment. Police
sny they would set up the
portable Tu the back of the
expansive fields behind the
school, add some landscoping,
and use it as a satellite station
und resource center behind
LuaVenture,

Mount Vernon police Lt. Cliris
Cununock presented the iden to
the Schoul Board Inst fall, call-
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Police, school weigh La Venture station idea

ing such a stition nn educativonl
source and 100l for community-
based pollcing. The ponable, he
said, would be linked up with iele-
phone and compuier wiring, and an
officer would likely be stationed
there. Representatives of social ser-
vice groups might also vse the st
tion, he snid,

Cammock said the poriable
would be more of an information
reseurce than a bud-boiled police
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station. But hc also shid the LaVen-
fure nrea received more calls for
polico assistance than any other part
of town, Mast calls arc for noise
disturbances, he snid, but there have
also been nnny domestic violenen
calls.

Palice would set up and maintain
the station, he sid. Mount Vernon
police have already received
$17,000 in grants that would pay
for landscaping and other needed
wark 1o convert the poriable for
police use.

Police Chicf Mil:e Bursness sajd
yesterday the project is unrelnted to
the city*s upcoming bond 16 pay for
o new police headquarters,

The school board hes batied the
Iden around for several meetings,
and moy vote soon. District Super-
intendent Mack Armstrang said a
vote hus been delayed while ottar-
neys for the district and the city
review the Inngunge of the contract,

But some language in that con-
tract concerns Skjei, She noted tha
tlie ng: would be ! at
five-yenr intervals, That could be
inconvenient for a district with n
laundry list of building projects,
especially since remodeling at
LaVenture Is high on that list,

In nearhy apartment complexes,
restd and s said they
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Lufs Vilalta,

runs Mount Vernan polico uaing
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Wost af sald ho sup-
a porinble clnssroom at LaVenturo

iddie School as a sotelllie station and reasurce canter.

support (he idea

"I think people would feel more
secure and comfortable,” said Luls
Villalta, manager of the Cascnde
\West apartments. The complex near
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“1 think pedple would
feel mofe secure and
comfortable . . . I've
been telling people crime
is going to go down.”

— Luis Villalta,
manager aof Cascade
West apartments

LaVenture on North 26th Streer
has more than 400 residents.

“I've been telling people crime
is going to go down,” Villalia
said,

Marle Edwards, a resident of
Skaglt Valley Mobile Manor on

Abave, students exit
LaVenture Middie
School ynstorday afler-
naon. Some sald they
support the palice sta-
tion propasnl. Mount
Vornan Offlcer Greg
Booth, loft, doscribos

lans for a small pollce
aclllty near LoVaonturo
Middio School, As the
foron's nelghhorhood
ragource ofiicer, Booth
would work in the
ramodelad portabla
classroom.
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North 30th Street, snid the idea
should be expanded to »ll schools.

Mike McManus, n counselor at
LaVenture, snid he thinks the sta-
tion would be goud for the schoal,
und might be a source of carcer
education for some sudénts.

Cammock said Mount Vernon
High School students have helped
design the portable’s jmerior ook
and wani 10 volunteer 1o do the
remodeling. Work could bepin
almost immedintely. he sid.

Most School Board members
have snid they support the propos-
ul, as does LaVentre Principal
Tara Dowd.

Skjei snid the board will vute
on the mutier soon.

“I think we owe it 10 them to
made o decislon,” she sid.




